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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
This conference is designed for higher education institutional leaders,  

senior international office staff and senior government officials who

are interested in learning how to leverage Fulbright program

opportunities. The Fulbright Programs is an educational catalyst for

growing further binational relationships between Malaysia and higher

education institutions in the United States.

This event is the first of many activities celebrating the 60th

anniversary of the binational agreement between Malaysia and the

United States. MACEE was established as an independent body in

1963 through a binational agreement signed between Malaysia and the

United States to promote educational exchange and diplomacy

between these two great nations. MACEE is one of only 49 Fulbright

Commissions around the world.



ITINERARY
Exploring Opportunities in Higher Education with Fulbright Malaysia 

and the United States

Foyer of Dewan Za’aba Conference Hall, Ministry of Higher Education

8:00 am: Participant Registration

Opening remarks by Curtis Johnson, Executive Director, Malaysian-American

Commission on Educational Exchange (MACEE)

Welcome address by His Excellency Brian D. McFeeters, United States Ambassador to

Malaysia

Keynote address by YB Dato' Haji Mohammad Yusof Apdal, Deputy Minister of Higher

Education Malaysia

Opening Ceremony - MACEE 60th Anniversary

9:05 am: Opening Ceremony

Speaker: Co-editor Professor Dr. Kartini Aboo Talib @ Khalid, Professor & Deputy

Director, Institute of Ethnic Studies (KITA), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, (UKM)

10:00 am: Insights: Bridging Cultures, Reflection of UKM
Fulbright Scholars’ Experience

10:15 am: Tea Break

Speaker: Mr. Curtis Johnson, Executive Director, MACEE

10:30 am: Presentation on Fulbright Malaysia's Programs



ITINERARY
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Professor Dr. Yvonne Lim Ai Lian, Associate Vice Chancellor of Global Engagement,

Professor, Department of Parasitology, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti Malaya (UM)

Dr. Hajah Zainab Haji Mohd Noor, Director, Office of International Affairs (DIA),

UiTM Global, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM)

Professor Datuk Dr. Rohana Yusof, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Academic and

Internationalization, UCSI University

Dr. Edward Harcourt, Senior Vice President & Managing Director, QS Quacquarelli

Symonds 

Moderator: Associate Professor Dr. Norhayati Abdullah, Associate Director, UTM

International Kuala Lumpur, Associate Professor, Environmental Engineering,

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)

Panelists:

  

10:45 am: The Impact of Mobility on the
Internationalization of Higher Education Institutions in
Malaysia

12:15 am: Tea Break

11:35 am: Q & A Session for Panelists & IIE

11:25 am: International Student Mobility Trends and the
Malaysia Perspective
Speaker: Leah Mason, Ed.D. Research Lead, Institute of International Education (IIE)



ITINERARY
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2:00 pm: Networking Luncheon

End Of Program

Professor Emeritus Tan Sri Dr. Mazlan Othman, Academy of Sciences Malaysia, 

Associate Professor ChM. Dr. Lee Hooi Ling, Universiti Sains Malaysia, 

Professor Abtar Kaur Darshan Singh, Asia Pacific University of Technology &

Innovation (APU), UNESCO-CHAIR, Fulbright Scholar ‘01

Ooi Li Hsien, Wawasan Open University, Global UGRAD ‘09

Hervinder Kaur, Undergraduate at Universiti Sains Malaysia, Global UGRAD ‘22

Speakers:

       Fulbright U.S. ASEAN ‘16

       Fulbright U.S ASEAN ‘22

12:50 pm: Fulbright Journey Sharing Session

12:25 pm: Higher Education Internationalization Through a
State-Wide Consortium
Speaker: William Smith, Ph.D., Director of Global Education and Impact, Global

Education, Texas International Education Consortium (TIEC)

12:35 pm: Presentation by Malaysian Qualification Agency
(MQA)
Speaker: Professor Dato' Dr. Mohammad Shatar Sabran, Chief Executive Office (CEO)



Curtis Johnson

MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MACEE is proud to work in partnership with its authorizing authorities,

the Malaysian Ministry of Higher Education, and the United States

Embassy of Malaysia as we celebrate the 60th anniversary of MACEE

and the binational agreement between these two great democracies.

To our guests, MACEE is in the business of “educational diplomacy” and

we want to partner with you and your institutions of higher learning. We

hope this conference provides guidance on how you and your

institution can leverage the Fulbright to build strong relationships with

U.S. universities that will further your internationalization efforts. If you

see me or any of our team members, do not hesitate to say hello!

We’d like to give a special note of thanks to our Board members, our bi-

national government partners and their staffs, as well as the Fulbright

Alumni Association of Malaysia for their continued support. 

Executive Director



TEAM MACEE
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KALIS SUBRAMANIAM

FULBRIGHT SENIOR PROGRAM MANAGER

 
KARENJIT KAUR

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM COORDINATOR (MALAYSIAN)
 

LEENA RAJAGOPAL
FULBRIGHT PROGRAM COORDINATOR (AMERICAN)

 

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

DATIN SHARIFAH IKHLAS SYED ISMAIL ALJAFREE

 

COMMUNICATIONS & ALUMNI RELATIONS

ASMA WAN AHMAD NAJIB

 

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

ARUL PRAKASH

 

OPERATION SUPPORT

SIVARAJAH CHIDAMBARAM

 

 

 



As a binational commission, MACEE is granted operating authority by

both the Government of Malaysia and the United States through its

Honorary Co-Chairs: the Minister of Higher Education and the United

States Ambassador to Malaysia. MACEE's Board of Directors consists of

10 regular members - five from each country - who are appointed by the

Honorary Co-Chairs. MACEE is the only entity structured in this manner in

Malaysia.

YB DATUK SERI

MOHAMED KHALED NORDIN

 MINISTER OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION

MACEE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DATIN NOORAZAH BINTI OMAR

UNDERSECRETARY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,

MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION (MOHE)

CHAIR

MALAYSIA UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

HIS EXCELLENCY

BRIAN D. MCFEETERS

U.S. AMBASSADOR 
TO MALAYSIA

BOARD LEADERSHIP

MELINDA "MINDY" MASONIS

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER,

U.S. EMBASSY IN MALAYSIA

VICE-CHAIR



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL DIRECTOR,

NATIONAL BUDGET OFFICE

FOO SOOK FUANG

MACEE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MALAYSIA UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CULTURAL AFFAIRS OFFICER

KATHERINE DIOP

BOARD LEADERSHIP

DIRECTOR - EDUCATION MALAYSIA

DIVISION

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR. MOHD AZMIR

MOHD NIZAH

DEPUTY CONSUL GENERAL

MAUREEN CHAO

RECTOR, INSTITUTE OF TEACHER

EDUCATION MALAYSIA

DR. RUSMINI KU AHMAD

DEPUTY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR

SUSAN RIGGS

GENERAL SERVICES

ZOHAL "ZOEY" KIZIMI-SOSA

PRESIDENT

DR. FAKRUL HAZMAN YUSOFF

VICE PRESIDENT

PROFESSOR DR. TAZUL IZAN TAJUDDIN

SECRETARY

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR MONIZA WAHEED

DEPUTY SECRETARY

DR. LOW EE VIEN

TREASURER

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR. MOHAMAD

FAIZAL AHMAD FAUZI

COMMITTEE  MEMBER

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR TS DR. TAN 

WEE HOE

COMMITTEE MEMBER

PROFESSOR DR. TUNGKU AIN FATHLUN

TUNGKU KAMALDEN

COMMITTEE MEMBER

KAUSSALYA VERASINGAM

COMMITTEE MEMBER

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR. NORHAYATI

ABDULLAH

COMMITTEE  MEMBER

PROFESSOR DR. CHONG KOK KEONG

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER

CHAN WAI LING

COMMITTEE  MEMBER

PROFESSOR LEE CHIEN SING

ADVISOR

TAN SRI DR. AUGUSTINE ONG SOON HOCK



Professor & Deputy Director,

Institute of Ethnic Studies (KITA),

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). 

Co-editor Bridging Cultures, Reflection of UKM Fulbright Scholars’

Experience.

Areas of Specialization: Public  Policy & Ethnicity.

Fulbright Malaysian Scholar to Northeastern University Boston,

Massachusetts (2000-2005).

PROFESSOR DR. KARTINI ABOO TALIB @ KHALID

MEET OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Lecturer,

Pre-University & Diploma,

INTEC Education College, UiTM Shah Alam,

Areas of Specialization: Pedagogy, Language, Technology in

Education, and Literature.

"Karyawan Tamu" (Guest Writer) at the Ministry of Higher Education

Malaysia (MOHE).

The Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant  Program to Ohio

University, (2018-2019).

KAUSSALYA VERASINGAM

MEET OUR EMCEE 



Associate Vice Chancellor of Global Engagement, 

Professor, Department of Parasitology, 

Faculty of Medicine, University Malaya (UM).
Areas of Specialization: Association between Helminth infections and

Gut Microbiota.

Fulbright Malaysian Scholar to Laboratory of Parasitic Diseases,

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), Maryland

(2021-2022)

PANELIST: PROFESSOR DR. YVONNE LIM AI LIAN 

MEET OUR PANELISTS

Director, Department of International Affairs (DIA), UiTM Global,

Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM).
Chairman, Malaysian Universities International Directors' Committee

2023.

Fellow of US-ASEAN University Connections Initiative.

 

PANELIST: DR. HAJAH ZAINAB HAJI MOHD
NOOR

The Impact of Mobility on the Internationalization of 
Higher Education Institutions in Malaysia

Associate Director UTM International Kuala Lumpur,

Associate Professor in Environmental Engineering,

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) Kuala Lumpur.

Areas of Specialization: Industrial Wastewater Treatment,

Environmental Engineering, Aerobic Granulation and Palm Oil Mill

Effluent.

Fulbright US-ASEAN Visiting Scholar to University of Michigan, Ann

Arbor (2016 -2017)

MODERATOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR.
NORHAYATI ABDULLAH



MEET OUR PANELISTS
PANELIST: PROFESSOR DATUK DR. ROHANA
YUSOF 
Deputy Vice - Chancellor, 
Academic and Internationalization, UCSI University.

Honorary Professor,
Centre for Natural Products, Research and Drug Discovery (CENAR), 
Universiti Malaya (UM).
Areas of Specialization: Molecular Virology-Dengue Virus and Human
Papillomavirus, Major Histocompability I Gene Expression and Dengue
Virus Protease.

Fulbright Malaysian Scholar to Kansas University Medical Centre 
(1997-1998)

Senior Vice President,

QS Quacquarelli Symonds,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor (External Engagement) at Liverpool John Moores

University (2013- 19).

International Director at the University of Birmingham (2009-12).

PANELIST: DR. EDWARD JOHN HARCOURT



Research Lead

Institute of International Education (IIE),
Open Doors Report & Project Atlas.

Ed.D. in International Educational Development from Teachers College,

Columbia University.

LEAH MANSON, Ed.D

MEET OUR INDUSTRY
SPEAKERS

Chief Executive Officer (CEO),

Malaysian Qualifications Agency (MQA).

PhD from University of Missouri, Colombia.

B.A and M.A at Iowa State University, Ames.

Diploma in General Studies from Indiana University of Bloomington.

PROFESSOR DATO' DR. MOHAMMAD SHATAR
SABRAN

DR. WILLIAM SMITH, Ph.D
Director of Global Education and Impact, Global Education,
Texas International Education Consortium (TIEC).

Ph.D. in Education from Purdue University.
M.A. in History from Bowling Green State University.
B.A. in History from Oakwood University.



Senior Fellow,

Academy of Sciences Malaysia.

Malaysia’s First Astrophysicist.

Founding Director General of the National Space Agency (ANGKASA).

Fulbright U.S. ASEAN Scholar to George Washington University 

(2015-2016).

PROFESSOR EMERITUS TAN SRI DR. MAZLAN
OTHMAN

MEET OUR FULBRIGHT
ALUMNI SPEAKERS

School of Chemical Sciences,

Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM),
Areas of Specialization: Nanotechnology & Chemical Security

Education.

Ph.D from Dublin City University, Ireland.

Fulbright U.S. ASEAN to Global and National Security Policy Institute,

University of New Mexico (2021-2022).

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ChM. DR. LEE HOOI LING

Director of Innovative Digital Learning, 

UNESCO Chair Harnessing Innovative Technologies to Support

Teachers and Quality Learning,

Asia Pacific University of Technology and Innovation, Malaysia.
Areas of Specialization: Digital Learning, Online Assessments, Learning

Experience Design, Teacher Training

Alumnus
University of Malaya.

Syracus University, New York.

Indiana University, Bloomington.

Fulbright Malaysian Scholar to Indiana University, Bloomington
(2000-2001).

PROFESSOR ABTAR KAUR DARSHAN SINGH



Senior Lecturer, 

School of Education, Humanities and Social Sciences,

Wawasan Open University.
Areas of Specialization: Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning

(APEL), TESL, Teacher Education.

M.A from the University of Glasgow, Scotland.

B.A from  University of Malaya.

Cambridge International Diploma for Teachers and Trainers (CIDTT).

Global UGRAD (2009) to Minnesota State University, Mankato.

OOI LI HSIEN

MEET OUR UGRAD 
SPEAKERS

Student,

Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM),

President of LineHayat, Malaysia's first student volunteer led mental

health social enterprise based in USM Penang.

Global UGRAD (2022) Florida Gulf Coast University.

HERVINDER KAUR A/P JASWENT SINGH



CONNECT
WITH US!

Website: www.macee.org.my
 

Email: fulbrightmalaysia@macee.org.my
 

Social media: /MACEE Fulbright

http://www.macee.org.my/
mailto:fulbrightmalaysia@macee.org.my

